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Abstract  
It is important that the level of students’ access to the internet in the information age. The purpose of this study is to determine 
certain variables of primary school students on their attitudes to the Internet. Working in the academic year 2011-2012 was made 
and research method is carried out by using survey method. The sampling consists of 272 elementary school students. Data was 
obtained by using “Internet Attitude Scale” (.874) of a 20-item and interpretative analysis were applied to the data. The results 
showed that preference of binding sites to the Internet, educational level, the Examination of Degree Identity(EDI), and gender 
aspects of the statistically significant differences on primary students’ attitudes toward the Internet were found. 
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1. Introduction  
In today’s knowledge age, the societies that produce the knowledge have been living effectively and a fast 
process has been lived in passing the knowledge age (Dündar ve Kıyıcı 2004). For example, by means of some 
equipment such as removable computers besides home computers, IPad, tablet PC, mobile phones, and hand 
computers, it is possible to reach the knowledge, to do shopping, to read newspaper etc. via internet starting from 
students to the housewives (TUIK, 2012). 
Many studies have been done for the usage of internet in which these works are made (Yavuz ve Çoşkun, 2008; 
Luan, Fungand Atan, 2008; İşman and Dabaş, 2004; Gazi, 2011; Chou, Wu and Chen, 2011). 
It has been examined that there are lots of various it has been examined that there are many various differences 
for the usage of internet. It is stated in the literature that some of these differences are such as attitude, sex, age, and 
level of income (Akman and Mishra, 2010; Rehman, Hunjra, Safwan and Ahmad, 2010). The students’ attitudes 
toward the Internet should better comphrehend respect to leisure time activities and social media. 
It is stated that examining the attitude about the internet contributes significantly to students’ abilities in the usage 
of information sources over internet for reaching the information, computer using abilities and online learning (Usta, 
Bozdoğan ve Yıldırım, 2007). That is why, it is important that the primary school student’s attitude towards the 
internet to be examined as they are new beginners groups. With this aim, some variables affecting the primary 
school students’ attitude toward the internet have been examined.  
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2. Method 
2.1. Sample 
Sampling consists of 272 primary school students who are among grade 5, 6, 7, and 8 in the centre of Erzincan. 
Their age gap is between 12 and 15. In Table 1, frequency distribution can be seen according to level of education 
and sex. 
Table 1. The frequency distribution of respect of grade level and sex 
Grade Frequency Percentage Grade Frequency Percentage 
Male 178 65% 5 35 13% 
Female 94 35% 6 77 28% 
   7 61 22% 
   8 99 36% 
Total 272 100% Total 272 100% 
2.2. Instrument 
To measure the students’ attitude towards the internet, “internet attitude scale” developed by Tüysüz et al (2005) 
has been used. In our study, the reliability coefficient of this scale has been estimated as .874. There are 20 items 
and these 20 items have been ordered with the highest choice 5 as “completely agree” and the lowest choice 1 as 
“certainly don’t agree”. Data analysis was done by using SPSS 15.0 (Statistical Package for Social Science) 
2.3. Procedure 
The internet attitude scale has been fulfilled by the students and they are asked to answer within 20 minutes. 
While the questionnaire is fulfilled, first of all, the demographic part the place of the internet access, having internet 
at home, latest score in SBS, sex, and class and being answered of the scale has been asked. In the choice of sample, 
suitable sample choice method has been used.  
3. Results  
In this study, we examined the some variables affecting the primary school students’ attitude toward the internet. 
The variables are the place of internet access, the grade level, gender, and the Examination of Degree Identity (EDI). 
The place of internet access 
We investigated that the primary students’ attitudes toward internet. The students have positive attitude scores in 
terms of the place of the internet access (M= 73.21). We examined whether the difference between attitude scores 
and the place of internet access is or not. Table 2 shows that many students prefer at least two different places (M= 
77.49) e.g. internet cafe and home, and internet cafe (M = 75.40). In addition, the students access the internet from 
their home (M = 72.40). The other places are the mean of attitude scores from school is 73.73, from mobile 
telephone are 71.67, respectively. However, the attitude scores of the students whose are not connected the internet 
access are 66.02. 
Question 1: Is there any difference between the attitude scores and the place of internet access? 
Table 2. The arithmetic mean and standard deviations respect to the place of internet access and attitude toward internet 
The place of internet access N Mean  Ss 
No Access 36 66.02 2.31 
Home 114 72.40 1.31 
Internet Cafe 20 75.40 3.78 
School 11 73.73 5.81 
Mobile telephone  15 71.67 2.29 
At least two different place 76 77.49 1.59 
Total 272 73.21 .88 
Table 3. The results of One-way Analysis in terms the places of internet access on the attitudes toward internet 
 Sum of Squares df  Mean Square F p LSD 
Between groups   3455.920 5 691.184 3.448 .005* Home-No access 
Home-Least two 
Internet cafe-No Access 
No Access- Least two 
Within groups 53321.713 266 200.458   
Total 56777.632 271    
*p < .05 
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Table 3 shows the results of One-way variance analysis and LSD test. The results depicted that there was a 
significant difference among groups (p<.05). The post hoc test presents that there was an important difference both 
from home and no access, both from home and from at least two places, both from internet cafe and no access, and 
both from at least two places and no Access, respectively. 
The reason of these results can be the societies that produce the knowledge will continue their life effectively in 
the knowledge age that we entered in a very fast way. This change has been felt at almost every moment of people. 
The main reason of these changes is that the internet, which is very popular in information technologies, improves 
very rapidly (İşman and Eskicumalı, 2001). Now, the all world besides improving the communication technology, 
new searches have been searched in education science. With the aim of defining the attitude of students towards the 
technological equipments, being done new studies, it should be given importance to set necessary education, 
politics, and strategies regarding the investments to be used smarter. 
The grade level 
The students’ attitudes toward internet have changed according to the grade level (see Table 4). In Table 4, it can be 
shown that the increasing grade level increase the attitude scores. The findings showed that the grade eight students’ 
have the highest scores than the other levels. Generally, the students have positive scores on attitudes toward 
internet (M= 73.21). According to grade levels’ mean scores, the grade five has 65.86, the grade six is 73.40, the 
grade seven is 71.05, and the grade eight is 77.00. The ANOVA results depicted that there was a significant 
difference among students’ grade levels on attitude towards internet (p < .001)(see Table 5). The results of the post 
hoc tests revealed that the grade eight students’ mean scores were higher than grade five/grade seven students’ mean 
score.  
Question 2: Is there any difference between the attitude scores and the grade level? 
Table 4. The arithmetic mean and standard deviations respect to the grade level on attitude toward internet 
Grade level N Mean Sd 
Grade 5 35 65.86 15.59 
Grade 6 77 73.40 13.82 
Grade 7 61 71.05 13.81 
Grade 8 99 77.00 13.90 
Total 272 73.21 14.48 
Table 5. The results of One-way Analysis in terms of the grade level on the attitudes toward internet 
                Sum of Squares df  Mean Square F p LSD 
Between groups   3601.975 3 1200.658 6.051 .001* 5-6 
5-8 
6-7 
7-8 
Within Groups 53175.658 268 198.417   
Total 56777.632 271    
*p < .005 
The reason of the result can be the grade eight students who are a greater positive attitude toward internet, may 
have better awareness and practice in using the Computer and Internet than lower degree students, and, therefore, 
may have a more positive attitude toward the internet (Chou et al, 2011).  
Gender 
The attitudes toward internet change according to the gender (see Table 6). In Table 6, it can be revealed that the 
male students have higher scores than those female students. According to this finding, the male students mean is 
75.45; the female students mean is 68.95. The reason of this result can be attributed that the male students have 
more self-efficiency than the female students do (Akman and Mishra, 2010; Chou et al, 2011; Frontom, Green & 
Hoffman, 2002).    
Question 3: Is there any difference between genders on the attitudes toward internet? 
Table 6. The effect of gender on the attitudes toward internet 
Gender  N Mean Std. Deviation t p 
Male 178 75.45 14.154 3.591 .000* 
Female 94 68.96 14.191   
                                                                     *p<.001 
The Examination of Degree Identity (EDI)  
In order to examine whether The Examination of Degree Identity (EDI) makes a difference in primary students’ 
attitudes toward the internet, we categorized the EDI scores which are less than 370 point, above 370, above 430, 
and above 470, respectively. According to the findings, the increasing the EDI scores increase the students’ attitudes 
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toward internet as positive. The students’ attitudes toward internet have changed according to the grade level (see 
Table 6). In Table 6, it can be shown that the increasing grade level increase the attitude scores. The findings 
showed that the grade eight students’ have the highest scores than the other levels. Generally, the students have 
positive scores on attitudes toward internet (M= 73.21). According to the EDI scores, the students with above 470 
mean scores are 76.67; the students with above 430 mean scores are 74.87; the students with above 370 mean scores 
are 71.42, and the students with fewer than 370 mean scores are 69.26, respectively. The ANOVA results depicted 
that there was a significant difference between students’ EDI scores on attitude towards internet (p < .001) (see 
Table 7). The results of the post hoc tests revealed that the students’ mean scores with higher EDI scores were 
higher than students’ mean score with lower EDI scores. The reason of this result can be attributed the more 
knowledge provide the more positive attitudes toward internet.  
Question 4: Is there any difference among the EDI scores on the attitude scores? 
Table 7. The arithmetic mean and standard deviations respect to the EDI scores on attitude toward internet  
EDI scores N M Sd 
Above 470  64 76.67 1.72 
Above 430  75 74.87 1.77 
Above 370 83 71.42 1.60 
Under 370  50 69.26 1.78 
Total 272 73.21 .88 
Tablo 8. The results of One-way Analysis in terms of the EDI scores on the attitudes toward internet  
 Sum of Squares df  Mean Square F p LSD 
Between groups 2025.355 3 675.118 3.305 .021* (470+)-(370+) 
(470+)-(370-) 
(430+)-(370-) 
Within groups 54752.278 268 204.300   
Total 56777.632 271    
*p < .05 
4. Discussions 
This paper examined the variables affecting the students’ attitude toward internet. According to results, the 
increasing both grade level and EDI scores have affected the students’ attitudes. These results can be put on the 
students’ knowledge, self-efficiency, skills, experience, and practice. In addition, male students have higher scores 
than female students. The students can access to internet from different places, such as home and internet café. The 
numbers of no access to internet users are fewer than access to internet.   
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